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It is the woman that carries the child in her womb for nine
months. Nodoubt the man may have some share in begetting
children but the major burden is borne by the woman. Hence, she
should have the right to decide whether she should have children
or not. Likewise, the woman is entitled to decide whether the father
of the child shall be her life partner or not. This may sound
preposterous to many. But a cool and calm consideration of the
whole issue will enable us to appreciate this statment.

The aim and object of marriage is not just begetting children.
It is something more. Only when there is love and affection, regard
and consideration, similarity in ideals, and likeness in objectives
between man and woman can they live as husband and wife. Only
when friendship, harmony and a spirit of adjustment and compromise
are manifest in day-to-day dealings between them can they reside
in the same house as man and wife. If a woman does not come
across a man who can entertain such feellings and adopt such an
attitude towards her, can she marry anybody just for the sake of
offspring? If she follows that course she will be practically ruining
her life with her own hands. No sensible person can advise her
to choose that option. The only way is to remain single. Then
arises the question of her motherhood. There are two possible
choices for her: To beget a child through a liaison with a man who
answers to her expectation of a husband to a great extent, or to
become pregnant by artificial insemination. This is the inescapable
situation into which an unmarried woman is pushed into.

The child of an unwed mother is looked down upon in society.
He or she is called an illegitimate progeny. What is the crime
committed by the child? Even, if for any reason, the mother's act
amounts to an offence or an immoral deed, what is the rationale
in inflicting punishment on the innocent child? Its birth is not in its
hands. It is neither wise nor proper to blame or condemn the child
for no fault on its part. To call it by ignoble names and treat it
harshly is neither just nor humane. After all, it is the duty of the
society to create such an atmosphere wherein the children can grow
into happy and harmonious individuals. There cannot be any
exception to this healthy rule even in the case of illegitimate children.
It the mother is always ridiculed, found fault with and blamed, how
can she bring up the child in an atmosphere of happiness? Only
a pleasant and contented mother glowing with vitality of spirit can
rear the child well. Humane attitude towards the child demands that
society treat the unwed mother with consideration and sympathy.